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Rhizomatous Tall Fescue

RTF Rhizomatous 
Tall Fescue is an 
advanced 
generation of 
turf-type Tall 
Fescue which 
produces 
rhizomes, will 
self-repair and 
not require as 
much 
maintenance as 
older style 
fescues.

Exclusive to Lawn Solutions Australia 
accredited growers, Rhizomatous Tall 
Fescue Grass or RTF, is a self-repairing 
grass that produces a thick, even, so� 
lawn and thrives in cold-climate regions. 
RTF Fescue also features a leaf texture 
distinct from normal tall fescue varieties, 
having a narrower and so�er-to-touch 
leaf.
Fescue grasses have been used in a 
number of seed blends common to 
Australia over the years, but have 
dwindled in their use as drought 
conditions deepened throughout the 
country.
They have traditionally been more water, 
nutrient and maintenance dependent and 
without the ability to self repair, they took 
quite a bit of work with re-turfing or re-
seeding bare areas.
Lawn Solutions Australia Rhizomatous Tall 
Fescue is an advanced generation of turf-
type tall fescue which produces rhizomes, 
will self-repair and not require as much 
maintenance as older style fescues.
The rhizomatous nature of RTF is similar to 
that of other warm season grasses, yet 
unlike other fescues.
A rhizome is a horizontal plant stem most 
o�en found underground, which are 
valued because they send out new roots 
and shoots, allowing new plants to 
propagate at a distance from the original 
plant. More than 10 years ago, turf 
scientists developed RTF Fescue as a 
superior tall fescue variety with rhizome-
rich plants, whose rhizome roots fill in 
bare spots in a thinning lawn.

Self-repairing Turf

RTF Fescue quickly fills in damaged or 
open spots with new shoots of grass and 
its dense cover without open areas helps 
to minimise weed growth.

It tolerates a higher level of traffic than 
other fescues due to its self-repairing 
characteristics.

Stronger root system

RTF has rapid development of a deep and 
strong root system than most other fescue 
types.

It performs well under input-stress and 
has good drought and heat tolerance 
with less irrigation required than other 
cool-climate grasses.

RTF is adaptable to a wide range of soil 
conditions and grows well in full sun or 
part shaded areas.

Excellent in cool climates

RTF has the highest winter-colour 
retention of virtually all turf-types 
available in Australia.

It tolerates severe frosts and some snow 
cover but can struggle in higher heat and 
humidity locations.

It also has early spring-greenup qualities 
and with its annual root-growth flush 
regenerates more quickly than other 
fescue grasses into the warmer months.

RTF can withstand short periods of 
stressful hot-temperatures and will keep 
its rich green colour given appropriate 
irrigation and nutrient requirements are 
maintained.

RTF Rhizomatous Tall FescueSpecifications



Rhizomatous Tall Fescue (Festuca 
arundinacea) RTF is a cool season C-3 
perennial grass adapted to a wide range 
of cooler climate areas. 
Common Tall Fescue is the most widely 
planted cool season grass in the world 
and while technically rhizomatous, most 
tall fescue looks and grows more like a 
bunch grass and has limited ability to 
spread. 
Lawn Solutions Australia’s RTF has been 
bred to have vigorous growth and 
repair characteristics through its 
heightened rhizome growth and 
activity.
It is tough, has dark colour and has 
good drought, shade and wear-
resistance. Under the right conditions 
presents as a beautiful lawn. 
Growth Habit
RTF turf requires less overseeding, has 
fewer weed problems and minimises 
wide-leafed clumps of tall fescue plants.
Young plants first build the root and 
shoot system; then concentrate on 
producing rhizomes. With RTF turf, the 
rhizomes are already developed by the 
harvesting, transplanting or turfing 
stage.
RTF turf, with the aid of its rhizomatous 
growth habit, anchors itself faster, so 
that water requirements are reduced 
and turf can generally be used sooner 
than other varieties.
An intensive maintenance and irrigation 
program is required for RTF to look and 
perform to its full potential.
RTF is ideal for cool-climate areas but 
struggles in warmer and more humid 
areas where insect, fungal and other 
pathogens will take their toll on this 
grass type.
Over time and in good care RTF 
develops an extensive and deep root 
system that will then help it to withstand 
extended dry periods.
Recommended Uses
Best adapted to cool, temperate 
climates and is recommended for 
residential and commercial landscapes.  
Golf courses, sport fields, parks and 
recreation areas are high users of this 
variety in cooler areas under irrigation 
conditions. 
Temperature Tolerances
Excellent heat tolerance up to 40° C 
however with low water this turf can 
have a Summer dormancy period and 
the leaf turns tan to brown.

Characteristics

Rhizomatous Tall Fescue  grown by 
Lawn Solutions Australia member 
producers has been DNA tested to 
ascertain consistency of distribution 
and type.

It performs best during cold periods 
and thrives at temperatures below      
15° C, tolerating continued periods 
below freezing.

Drought Tolerances

Moderately drought-resistant, but also 
responds well to irrigation during dry 
periods. Can go into Summer 
dormancy when irrigation is withheld 
and then will return out of dormancy 
with the return of moisture. 

Shade Tolerance

Good in the shade, RTF requires 
moderate sunny periods, full sun for 
optimum performance yet will grow 
well in dappled light conditions.

Wear Resistance

RTF withstands wear better than most 
cool season grasses and as described, 
its self repairing rhizomatous habit 
allows it to tolerate moderate traffic yet 
still recover.

Provide turf of an even thickness obtained 
from a specialist turf grower.

Type:  RTF Rhizomatous Tall Fescue 

Festuca arundinacea

Certification: 

- DNA Certified by supplier

- Supplier to be AusGAP certified

- Certifications to be provided prior 
to delivery to superintendent

Detail:

- Turf to be cut as 20mm sod

- Weed and pest free

Other:

- Turf to be laid within six hours of 
delivery and 24 hours of cutting 
on farm.

- Prior to laying apply Lawn 
Launcher starter fertiliser as per 
manufacturer recommendations.

- Lay turf parallel to contours on 
prepared surface with cross joints 
to be staggered and butt jointed 
together.

- Roll turf following laying to 
achieve consistent contact to soil 
profile.

- Water immediately following 
installation until topsoil layer is 
sufficiently moist and maintain as 
per establishment requirements.

Specification Summary:

Independently audited turf production to meet 
AusGAP specifications; ensuring adherence to 
Australia’s highest-quality turfgrass Genetic 
Assured Purity certification program.

Available in South East Australia
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